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Waste industry welcomes government 
boost for recycling 
  

New Resources and Waste Strategy could unlock 

£8 billion investment 
 

LONDON, 18 December 2018: Today, as the Government launches its new Resources and Waste 

Strategy, the Environmental Services Association (ESA), the voice for the UK’s resource and waste 

management industry has said that it was pleased that the new strategy will help householders across 

England do the right thing and boost UK recycling. 

 

The strategy will force retailers and manufacturers to meet the costs of collecting and recycling their 

wastes, and will lead to products that are easier to recycle.  

 

If implemented well, the new Government strategy could set a long-term framework that supports more 

investment and jobs in vital recycling and recovery services and infrastructure; meaning that more of the 

UK’s waste can be recycled and turned into products and energy here in the UK.  

  

Work by the ESA, in the report, Resourceful: Delivering a strong and competitive UK resource economy, 

has also identified that improving the way resources are used, and waste is managed would boost the 

UK’s economy.  

  

Following the launch of the Strategy, ESA’s Executive Director, Jacob Hayler, said: 

  

“It’s important to understand that policy decisions in this important area can make a real 

difference to the economy.  We now have the opportunity to boost recycling and cut waste - 

creating over 50,000 jobs with £8 billion private sector investment in the process - but for this 

http://www.esauk.org/application/files/1015/3607/2368/20160801_RESOURCEFUL_Delivering_a_strong_and_competitive_UK_resource_economy.pdf


to happen the high-level ambition in the strategy will need to be turned into detailed actions 

that matter” 

  

Overall the waste and resources industry welcomed the new Government strategy to reduce waste, 

boost recycling and put more responsibility on producers, packagers and retailers to make their products 

easier to recycle. 

  

Mr. Hayler added: 

 

“As an industry we’ve been crying out for action to make things clearer and easier for 

householders and businesses, to boost recycled content and reduce unnecessary packaging.   

 

The UK public wants to recycle more plastics and other materials, and our sector wants to 

invest in, and accelerate, the move to a lower carbon, more circular economy. This strategy 

sets out how that can happen for the benefit of the economy and the environment.” 

 

Also included in the strategy is a clear focus and further powers and resources to crack down hard on 

waste crime. Illegal activity in the waste sector is a blight on the environment that costs the economy 

more than £1bn per year, undercutting legitimate business and causing misery for the people who live 

near the thousands of illegal waste activities and major fly tipping sites. 

 

 

 
 

ENDS 
 

Notes to editors:   

 

1. The Environmental Services Association (ESA) is the trade association representing the UK’s 

resource and waste management industry, which is leading the transformation of how the UK’s 

waste is managed. 

 

2. We work with all levels of government, regulators and the public to deliver a more sustainable 

waste and resource management solution for the UK.  ESA’s recent Circular Economy report 

‘Going for Growth – A practical route to a circular economy’, which outlines how a Circular rather 

than a linear economy can help manage resources sustainably, can be downloaded here.  

 

3. ESA’s Members manage waste on behalf of the whole of society and we are recovering more 

than ever before.  For example, the industry has helped quintuple the UK’s household recycling 

rates over the last decade.  

  

4. The sector at a glance 

 Total turnover: £11 billion 

 Direct Employment: 106,000 people (including waste collection, treatment and materials 

recovery) 

http://www.esauk.org/esa_reports/Circular_Economy_Report_FINAL_High_Res_For_Release.pdf


 Municipal waste handled each year:  27 million tonnes 

 Energy generated (across landfill gas, anaerobic digestion and energy from waste) each 

year: approximately 11,867 GWh, which is 3.5% of the UK's electricity  

 9,083 GWh of that was renewable electricity (taking out non-biodegradable 

portion of EfW) which is 11% of UK’s renewable electricity  

 Greenhouse gas emissions down by 70% since 1990. 

 The top seven companies account for approximately 40% of turnover. Many hundreds 

of SMEs provide either localised or more specialised services 

 Waste & recycling is the most highly rated of all council services by the public (2016 

survey) 

 

For further details please visit www.esauk.org   
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