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Background

Introduction of AWC in 
October 2004
240 Litre bins for 
recyclables and residual 
waste
Reusable sacks for 
garden waste
Significant increase in 
recycling and reduction 
in total waste collected.



Why do it?

Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme
Recycling performance
WRAP and Select Committee guidance on 
food waste collections supporting AWC
Public concern on health



Setting up:

Joint funded by Beds CC and WRAP
First leaflet to 6,000 properties
Deliver containers, sacks and second leaflet
Door knocking
Identifying problems, e.g. communal properties



Collection

Following existing 
rounds
Both operatives are 
drivers
One load per day
Participation and 
tonnage



Disposal

Biogen – north of 
Bedford
Feedstock – pig slurry, 
waste food from 
supermarkets and 
material from trial
Energy generation
Liquid fertiliser for host 
farm



Costs

Liners for kitchen caddies expensive
Containers – approx. £5.00 per household
Gate fee at disposal site - £30.00 per tonne
Over £600K to go district wide – just collection 
with MBDC providing vehicles
Education and Promotional Materials



Conclusion

Successful trial
Popular with householders
Supported by many Members 
Report to Members in December
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